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Policy Statement

St Saviour’s Pre-school and Nursery is committed to the early identification, timely intervention and inclusive supportof children with SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities). In helping children succeed in education, we have regard for:
· The EYFS 2025 Safeguarding and Welfare Requirements
· The Equality Act 2010
· The Children and Families Act 2014
· The SEND Code of Practice: 0–25 years (2015)
We provide an inclusive environment where all children are treated as individuals and supported to achieve their best possible outcomes. We also recognise that children may require additional support if they have emotional, social or mental health needs.

Aims
· We ensure practitioners support parents and children with SEND and/or emotional needs.
· We identify the specific needs of children with SEND and meet those needs through a graduated, person-centred approach.
· We work in partnership with parents and other agencies to meet individual children’s needs.
· We monitor and review practice and provision, making adjustments where needed.
· Provision for children with SEND is the responsibility of all members of the setting.
· Our admissions practice ensures equality of access and opportunity in line with EYFS 2025.
· We ensure the physical environment is, as far as possible, suitable for children and adults with disabilities, and make reasonable adjustments where needed.
· We work closely with parents to create a positive and supportive partnership.
· We follow the graduated approach: Assess – Plan – Do – Review as outlined in the SEND Code of Practice 2015 and referenced in EYFS 2025.
· We ensure parents are informed and involved at every stage of the support process.
· Children’s progress and outcomes are shared regularly with parents in line with HCC’s SEND monitoring expectations.
· We liaise with the Inclusion Development Officer (IDO) from HCC and other agencies (health visitors, speech and language therapists, SEND advisory teachers, and children’s centres).
· We adapt activities using a range of strategies and differentiation, informed by observations and assessments, to support individual needs.

Setting SENCO
The designated SENCO for St Saviour’s Pre-school is Claire Toms (EYT).
The SENCO role includes:
· Ensuring practitioners understand their responsibilities for children with SEND.
· Advising and supporting colleagues.
· Ensuring parents are closely involved and their insights inform decisions.
· Liaising with professionals beyond the setting.
· Liaising with the IDO and other agencies.
· Supporting adaptations to activities, strategies and differentiation to meet needs.
· Ensuring the setting’s practice reflects the HCC Local Offer and EYFS 2025 expectations.

Procedures
SEN Assessment
· Practitioners regularly assess all children’s progress using the EYFS 2025 framework.
· If a child makes less than expected progress or has greater difficulty in learning than peers, the key person and SENCO will meet with parents/carers (and the child, if appropriate) to develop a support plan.
2-Year Progress Check
· A written summary will be provided for all children aged between 2 and 3 years, focusing on Communication & Language, Physical Development, and Personal, Social & Emotional Development.
· If concerns are identified, a targeted support plan will be developed in partnership with parents, the SENCO and external professionals.
SEN Support Plan (Graduated Approach)
We follow the Assess – Plan – Do – Review cycle:

Assess
· Initial assessment carried out with parents, SENCO and key person.
· Support reviewed regularly and specialist input sought if little progress is made.
· With consent, we complete Hertfordshire’s Individual Assessment for Early Learning and Development (IAELD) to inform planning.
Plan
· Support strategies are co-created with parents and, where possible, the child.
· Plans identify intended outcomes, strategies, responsible staff, and review dates.
Do
· The key person implements interventions daily with SENCO guidance.
· SENCO supports staff with monitoring and problem-solving.
· All staff share responsibility for inclusive practice.
Review
· Plans are reviewed half-termly (or more often if needed).
· Parents are fully involved in reviewing progress and next steps.
· The cycle is revisited and adapted to secure good progress.

Complex Needs
· If concerns remain, the SENCO will seek additional advice from the IDO, Speech & Language Therapy, Advisory Teachers or Educational Psychologists.
· With consent, referrals may be made to the Local Authority for an Education, Health and Care Needs Assessment (EHCNA).

Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs)
· Hertfordshire County Council conducts EHC needs assessments where provision required goes beyond what can normally be provided.
· Children with EHCPs are entitled to a personal budget.
· EHCPs must be reviewed annually, with input from the setting.
· We support transitions by liaising with new schools and professionals in line with HCC transition guidance.

Disability
This includes children with physical, mobility or sensory needs, and long-term health conditions such as asthma, diabetes, epilepsy, or cancer. We will make reasonable adjustments to practice, provision and environment in line with the Equality Act 2010.

Local Offer
· HCC publishes a Local Offer, setting out education, health and care provision for children with SEND.
· Our setting contributes to the HCC Early Years Local Offer and provides details of our own provision on our website.

Funding for SEND
· Hertfordshire provides Exceptional Needs Funding (ENF) for children with SEND accessing funded 2-, 3- and 4-year-old places.
· With parental consent, we will apply for ENF to provide additional support.
· Children with EHCPs are allocated funding according to their assessed banding level.

Commitment to Inclusion
St Saviour’s Pre-school and Nursery provides an inclusive environment for all children. We do not tolerate discrimination or inequality. We will always make reasonable adjustments to support full participation and ensure equality of opportunity in line with EYFS 2025, HCC SEND policies, and the Equality Act 2010.


This policy is fully aligned with EYFS 2025, SEND Code of Practice, and Hertfordshire’s Local Offer guidance.
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